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CREEPY CLOWNS 

 
Remember the fall of 2016 when “creepy clown” sightings were reported throughout the United States and the world 
fueling a clown panic throughout the country?1  Sightings were reported in:  Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, 
and Wisconsin.  The creepy clown craze in September 2016 resulted in at least a dozen people arrested in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Virginia for either taking part in the menacing stunt or for making false reports.  
 

With the fall of 2017 upon us, it is anticipated that similar “creepy clown” sightings could be 
reported starting as soon as September, in part due to the fact that the movie IT will be released 
in theaters on 09/08/2017.  The movie, which is adapted from a Stephen King novel by the same 
name, portrays an evil demon who takes on the shape of a clown named Pennywise, “that stalks 
kids from within the sewers and killing them when they least expect it.”2   
 

“Creepy clown” sightings are nothing new to this country or throughout the world.  In the 1980s, clown sightings were 
reported in several locations including Boston, Pittsburgh, Kansas City, and Arlington Heights.  Upon investigation, police 
noticed that most, if not all of the clown sightings, were only being witnessed by children between ages five and seven.3   
 
The Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) is providing this bulletin for informational purposes only.  The PSP encourages 
reporting of suspicious activity by calling the toll‐free PSP Terrorism Tip Line at (888) 292‐1919, or by sending an email to 
tips@pa.gov.  Additionally, PSP launched the “See Something, Send Something” smartphone application (app) to help 
combat terrorism and other criminal activity.  The app allows suspicious activity to be captured as a photograph or 
written note and sent directly to the Pennsylvania Criminal Intelligence Center (PaCIC).  Available at no cost to iPhone 
and Android users, the app also contains information on what to look for and when to report suspicious activity.4   
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